In survival experiments rodent blood is classically obtained from too deep anaesthesia. The animals should be returning to consciousness by the time the suture is applied. Discussion The technique described above is simple and can be easily mastered after a little experience. Two hundred consecutive blood samples were withdrawn from rats and mice in this way. These particular samples of blood were collected into siliconized tubes and centrifuged within one hour. Freedom from haemolysis was demonstrated spectroscopically in 98% of these samples. No animal died as a result of the operation or suffered any ill effects. On some occasions blood was taken on successive days. Summary A simple survival venepuncture technique by which large volumes of non-haemolysed blood can be taken from rats and mice is described and evaluated.
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